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pct and What Men jPrgogat sed ght and 
' The novel plan ‘upon which this work is 
_ prepared would make it attractive even though 
the subject-miatter were less entertaining. It 
‘would seem as if Mr. Mason, charged with the 
task of producing a volume upon Dr. Johnson, 
and realising the folly of attempting another 
‘biography of the man for whom Boswell lived 
and wrote, had bethought himself of a scheme 
by which the story of the great scholar’s life 
might be made as fresh and fascinating as if 
its details had never before been given to the 
_ public. To have written a sketch of Dr. 
Johnson:-would have been to follow in 
the footsteps of Chalmers, Murphy, Page, Ma- 
caulay, Carlyle, and like them all to have been 
overshadowed by the achievement of the man 
who sacrificed every individual prospect in order 
that he might exhaust all biographical possibil- 
ities in the case. of the rude philosopher whose 
many-sided nature he desired to ‘interpret to 
the world. Boswell’s enthusiasm over Johnson 
and his indefatigable labor have left nothing to 
be desired In the way of a biography of the 
grentman. This fact Mr. Mason has fully ap- 
preciated, and, therefore, instead of attempting 
a repetition of what has already becn complete- 
ly and satisfactorily accomplished, he simply 
invitesus to the enjoyment of a feast of anec- 
dote, description, criticism, and analysis, all 
proceeding from the pens of Johnson’s own 
_ most. intimate friends and contemporaries. 
From this mass of material the reader may, if 
he like, make up a complete and ‘finished por- 
trait of the man, but the editor contents him- 
self simply with providing the material where- 
with the work may be done. So careful, in- 
deed, is he to avoid the slightest appearance of 
having assumed the rile of biographer that 


even when obliged to appear personally in the 
volume, he does so simply as the mouth-piece of 


others who have not put their statements in 
, such shap eas to make exact quotation possible. 

Tt must mot be supposed, however, that Mr. 
Mason's volume is simply a collection of ex- 
tracts from ‘the works of others, put together 
without classification or srrangement. A sin- 
gle glance at the table of contents reveals the 
pxistence of a very’ elaborate scheme, which 
must have cost-an infinite amount of laborious 
thought and persistent research. Nothing less 
than keen and protracted investigations of the 
impressions made by Johnson upon the writers 
~whom he quotes would have enabled Mr. Mason to 
take the philosopher's character to pieces, exam- 
ine and analyze it, and finally resolve the whole 
{intellectual and spiritual man into alist of traits 
and attributes. This is ithe plan upon which 
the work js arranged. First, we are invited to 
consider the testimony of Johnson’s friends as 
regards his ‘‘ Appearance, Manners, and Pecu- 
Hiarities.” From these.we turn to his ‘Par- 
tialities,” thence to his ‘‘ Habits as Scholar and 
Author.” Following the list down, we proséntly 
find that the philosopher's complex individual- 
ity is divided under 42 heads, testimony in re- 
gard to each being adduced. from the writings 
of the brilliant men and women with whom, in 
pertain moods, Johnson loved tosurround him- 
self; Whata skilled anatomist Mr. Mason is 
may be seen from the fact that he divides 
“' Coarséiiess” from ‘‘General Brutality,” 
¥¢ Generosity” from “Kindness,” differentiat- 
Jng qualities in a manner calculated to puzzle 
wll but the most accomplished students of hu- 
man nature. 

There can be no doubt that Johnson’s char- 
acter was, to a certain extent, embittered, and 
his.asperities of disposition increased, by the 
miserable poverty of his early manhood, and 
the difficulties he experienced in winning rec- 
ognition as an author. He lived in what. has 
been called by one his biographers, in speaking 
pf literatura, ‘‘a dark night between two sunny 
days,” when the day of patrician patronage was 
at its close, and that of public patronage had 
pot dawned. How keenly he felt. the want of 
appreciation evinced toward his earller efforts’ 
to\gain a place as a writer, is shown in the cele- 
brated letter to Lord Chesterfield, where he 
‘says: “The notice which you have been pleased 
to take’of my labors, had it been early, had 
Yeon kind; but it-has been delayed till I am in- 
different and cannot enjoy it; till Iam solitary, 
pad cannot impart it; till I am snown, 
and do not want it.” It was only in the latter 
purt of his life that Johnson attained full ree- 
pgnition from the accomplished men and wom- 
pn who-have left such copious records of him, 
Atthe ageof 50 he is so poor that Rasselas 
must be completed before he can defray the ex- 
penses of his mother's funeral, and there is an- 
pther period of three years during which the 
game bitter struggle must be endured before we 
gee him made comparatively comfortable by a 
pension of £300, received ‘from the crown 
through Lord Bute. 

Among the many distinguished names that 
figure conspicuously in Mr. Mason’s volume, 
those that contribute the most information in 
regard to the great seholar are Miss Reysiolds, 
sister of Sir Joshua; Mme. D’Arblay, Mrs. Piozzi, 
Sir John Hawkins, and the faithful and devoted 
Boswell. Naturally, it is from the ladies that 
we hear most about his smaller peculiarties and 

he many impulses of affection and even gal- 
try thatin some measure compensated for 
the general roughness of his manner toward 
those around him. Miss Reynolds, especially, 
had many opportunities of seeing the gentler 
pide of his character. The attention of Sir 
Joshua Reynolds was attracted to Johnson by 
reading his Life of Savage, published in 1744, 
Upon thelr meeting, the conversation of the 
philosopher: moved no less interesting to the 
great artist than his written words, and 
an intimacy was begun between the two, 
po widely separated by birth and circumstance 
that lasted until they were separated by death. 
In this close friendship Miss Reynolds was in- 
pluded, and whether, as suggested by North- 
sote, she gained the philosopher's good will ‘by 
[he attention she paid his extraordinary pre- 
dileetion for tea,” or simply by the exercise of 
feminine sympathy, she in some manner or 
otber won-him to exbibit in her society the 
most attractive sides of his complex character, 
That Johnson was amenable‘to feminine influ- 
ence we have abundant evidence in his devo- 
tion to his wife, so much older than himself, in 
bis sincere interest in Mme. D'Arblay, whom 
he used facetiously to call “ Little Burney,” 
and ia the friendship that existed between him- 


Taxation No Tyranny, in which he-endeavored : 
their assemblies a legislature-of their own, | 


British Parliament, where they had no repre- 
sentatives, and he thonght his own country 
strong enough to enforce obedience. This 


acontréversy which was carried on for some 
time with considerable spirit, though Johnson 
took no part init. ‘No stronger censure was 
advanced against him than that his opinions 
were governed by his pension; but this was 
utterly unjust. No more independent spirit 
ever lived than that of the philosopher, and his 
opinion of our country, however unflet tering 
to our vanity, was uniformly held by him. 
Boswell says: 


I started the subject of emigration. Johnson— 
‘To a man of mere animal life you can urge no ny 8d 
ment against to América, but that it wil 
some time ‘ore he will get the earth to produce. + 
Bata man of any intellectual erent will not 
easily go and immerse himself posterity for 
aves in barbarism.’ ” 


Again :. , 

* He had long before ind most utfavorable 
sentiments of our fellow-sabjects in America, For, 
as early as:1769, I was told M4 Dr. John Campbell 
that he had said of them, ‘Sir, they area race of 
convicts, and ought to be thaukfal for anything we 
allow them short of hanging.’”’ 


Happily; the keen edge of Johnson’s unflat- 
tering estimate of our forefathers is taken off 
by finding that other nations shared in his ani- 


madversions : 

** Johnson—‘ The F Sir, sill 
ple. They have oh wr ath iife—-mochin bat the 
two ends, and nobility, Sir, they are made 
upin © ing of two extremes. They have no 
common-sense, they have no common manners, no 
eommon learning. They are much behind-hand, stu- 
pid, ignorant creatures.’ " 

In fact, the philosopher's heart was so bound 
up in the great capital where his life was spent, 
and where literary culture had made for itself 
a centre, that he could conceive of no other part’ 
of the world where existence would be tolera- 
ble or which would even repiy the exertion of 
avisit. This predilection for London and Lon- 
don life is amusingly illustrated by Boswell : 


**Mrs. Macsweyn, who officiated as our landlady 
here, (in one of the Scottish islands,) had never been 
on the mainland. On hearing this Johnson said 

ind-hand 


to me before her, * That ts rather 

with life. I would at least go and see 

well—' You yourself, Sir, have never seen warns 

but your native island.’ Johnson—‘ But, Bir, . by 
London, I have seen as much of life as the 


wrorid can’ show.’ | Boswell—' You have not seen | 
Pekin.’ Johnson—* What is Pekin? Ten thousand 

| people of Pekin; 
they would drive them like deer.’ ”’ 

It is through a series of anecdotes, many as 
triflingas the above, that the reader of Mr. 
Mason’s compilation gains an insight into the 
remarkable and complex charaster of Johnson. 
We seo him as ho displayed “himself ‘to his 
friends in moments of ease and recreatién, 
when the dignity of the scholar agd rhetorician 
was laidaside. The impression heiproduced 
when chatting’in his own study, walking in the 
streets of London, dining at an inn, or calling 
upon a friend, is the one to which our attention 
is called by these writers who lived with him in 
familiar converse. Such: a compilation, ar- 
ranged under heads which guide’ the reader 
without. constraining his thoughts, is more 
valuable than a dozen biographies.’ Plutarch, 
the prince of ancient biographers, says :.‘* Nor 
is it always in the most distinguished achieve- 
ments that men’s vices or virtues. may be best 
discerned ; but very often an action of small 
note, « short saying, or a. jest shall 
distinguish «@ person’s real charadter 
more than the greatest Sleges or 
the most important battles.” Mr, Mason’s idea 
has been to bring before the reader a. on 
of just these very “actions of small gote” and 
‘rifling sayings” that shall reveal distinctly | 
the various traits and attributes of the. man: 
In doing it he has. produced s. valume full of 
interest, every pege of which contains charaé- 
teristic and entertaining anecdotes of the great 
scholar. The series to which this book belongs, 
“English Men of Letters,” edited by Prof. John’ 
Morley, has already recommended itself to the 
public by the interesting and comprehensive | 
character of the works it contains, But, while 
the preceding volumes can only claim the praise 


ing biography, this work of Mr. Mason  de- 
serves especial eulogy from the ingenious man- 
ner with which the familiar writing and frag- 
mentary testimony. of those’ who Mved with 
Johnson and knew him intimately is so gathered 
together and arranged that the reader may al- 
most feel himself brought into immediate con- 
tact and made personally acquainted with the 
greatest literary worker of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, and the most eccentric of modern philoso- 
phers. 


LART. 


VART, REVUE HEBDOMADAIRE ILLUSTREE, 
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A. Batuvs, editor, Paris; 


year. IV, 
Lasnammre pe UWARt. New-York; 
Accord a place of very great distinction 
to the work of an American etcher, which 
forms one of the most brilliant i!lustrations of 
VArt. Itisa quick, rapid sketch, but treated 
with such verve and fire as to show the most 
marked talent. The etching is called “ La Fin 
del’Acte.” Ittells its own story. There, in the , 
full blaze of the footlights, to a crowded house, 
the whole orchestra thundering ont the finale, 
are posed the singers. It isan actin “ Puri- 
tani”~if you like. The etching looks like an 
accompaniment to Verdi. @The prima donna 
holds the struggling tenor, who gives that ut de 


the dead baritone lies sprawling on the 
stage, whilé the basso—it might be a. 
Lablache, only he isnot fat enongh—adds to 
the musical effects. All this is managed with a 
skill, @ brilliancy of touch, that is wonderful. 
Tier on tier are piled the audience. The gor- 
geousness of the finest house in the world is 


thrown in with amazing prodigelity, With’all 


t, |: 
to prove that distant colonies, which had in |- 
were, notwithstanding, liable to be taxed in a |’ 


pamphlet, which appeared in 1775; produced | 


poitrine, which soars above the din of sound ; |. 


state thatat the Exposition, M. A. 

editor, with many others attached to this work, | Yet “ondon hay 
such as artists, designers, etchers, wood-én. | 1s not a true 
ane medals, awarded for artistic pre- 

eminen ‘ * 


LITERARY NOTES. 
ee 


Karl Gutzkow, is dead. ; eo 
looked “a thing of 


—The uniform edition of Charles'Ki 


tion. ie rae 
—Julian Hawthorne contributes a story | 4. 


‘*The New Endymion,” to the January Zem- 
ple Bar. 


—J. Fairbanks & Co. have just ip Be 
volume of papers on social ti T. 

Witt Talmage, entitled Foes. of ten “folly,” but Mr.’ 
~ Porter & Coster, Philadelphia, have | Jones might cons 
Ao Belss, whose Mirccle of Stone waade. quite » | Same time tt we 
—The address commemorative of the life, deemed a ee ee 4 

character, and Meer oh" pigdor Biber gig hy Tie ba Whistler,’ a the ys days 
v r yo Grosvenor, really believed in the art merits 
o New-York Historical Society, by : Sige | 


Geo William Curtis, is published pam. 
blet and book form at les Scribner’ 
ons’. 


first Bishop in the Reformed 

and the book will give an.am: 

origin and early steps of that movement. 
—Frivolity reduced to a systent will be 

found in a book published by Jansen, McClurg 

& Co., of Chicago. The German is written by 

two amateur leaders of the cotillon dance, and 

offsets, to a certain 

onslaught upon round dances recently 

some prominent men and women through the 

medium of tracts and books, 

Esha. 05 So & _, of te gp and J. 
ppincott +9 0 lesne, 

taneously, a wotiiedion ef weedh Mothetion, 

by Eugéne Véron. W. H. Armstro: - gree 

uate of Oxford; turns it into English, éron. 

tries to strip ms f the 

dreaming which have surrounded 


metaphysical ‘ 
| the science from the time of Plato to the pres- 


ent day. 

—<A pretty little book in flexible covers : ' 
fantastically designed is published by Macmillan | 014 masters. The man who said to his country 
the Mrvarday Mestows Thay breky Maa Latte, | shemouttoe tae ester Ware a neat 

e a are : 
and relate to social Santeeda. a aay em ata a we be _ 
Twitters treat of such important matters ag | 200¢ of ‘em finished,” must have been greatly 
** Proposals,” “New Houses,” “ Living on disappointed with this department. So. also 
ae at Home,” “Single Blessed- was the old lady who remarked: ‘‘ Well, sure- 
this City last June. has been joined by upward » Te ge ' 
of 1,000 members. The purpose is to revive | Mays-”. These persons; had come to.see pic- 
the Erse tongue, each member endeavor- | tures, not tostudyart. They. were out for the 
ing to become able to read and speak it. The 

triotic founders of the sociéty propose that 

e Constitution and proceedings of the future 
~~ Republic shall be written and conducted 

ree. ; 
— Local historians quarrel so much over 
points in the Revolutio: in which 
Boston is concerned, that 
only ceases while a flag of trace 
». the con 


and 
the imprint of Lee & Shepard, 
—G..P, Putnam’s. Sons are 
their list of carly publications 
It includes The Lie of Gerrit 


that may be awarded to truthful and entertain- | merous illustrations 


¥ hatrneg. oer & nag | 20 finished a9 to enable the authorities on this 
family history. of Richard Anderson, | *!4e the Channel to form a clear judgment of 
Sno iauk bale pte eighananihc aomtenes. «| cova Gani Sau 

of the ‘ ‘ 
valaiaes ua Wikies, bg teaesiant aaa ake ae} for 
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Mitchell has bien de Vesprit. To the ready pen- 
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unsurpassed for their excellence. Subjects of 
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AN INSANE BRIDEGROOM S FRBAK. 
From the Ottawa (Canada) Free Prese, Jan. 14. 


the ‘mysterious disappearance of a young man 
named Adam Symes, under the most extraordinary 
circumstances, on the night of his marriage. The 
wedding took place on Monday of last week, the 6th 
of January. The bride was 4n estimable 

Miss Jennie . 
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OF THE SAME BLOOD. 
From the Worcester ( Mass.) Spy. 
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as her own, and thus saved them from destruction. 
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HARTMAN’s $500, AND FAILS. 
’ A bold but unsuccessful attempt was made 
yesterday afternoon by an unknown thief to rob 
Mrs. Anna Hartman, wife of Emil Hartman, pro- 
prietor of s manufactory at No. 586 Washington- 
street, of a sachel containing $500 in greenbacks 
and silver coin.. The Hartmans live at No. 75 Con- 
gress-street, Brooklyn, and Mrs. Hartman comes to 
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INDIOTMENTS FOUND AGAINST THE. MORRIS be 
CANAL COMPANY AND A PATERSON JUS- ||. 


TICE. 
i The Passaic “County (N. J.) Grand Jury has 
substantially completed its labors atthe present 
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- -Heiry Lampke, of No. 389 Bleecker-street, 
was run over at Sixteenth-streetand Ninth-avenue 
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the erection of 1,748 new buildings. 
_ Michael Kane, “of ‘No. 204 ‘Tillary-street 
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wt ‘ h a’ bar of +1 in- 
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up in the First Precinct Station-house. 
_Henry Gibbons, of No. 19 Flatbush-avenue, 
received a fracture of the sku’l by falling on the side- 
walk last 


Mayor Howell yesterday placed on file vetoes 
of the resolutions of the Board of Aldermen under 
‘umber of the minor offices in the gift of 
the Common Cov ay te my > fens. 
. who is an mo- 
id will be ena to override 
A man who gave the name of Peter Smith 
was caught yesterday in the act of ransacking the 
‘house: McGianies, No. 329 
ee ca ustice Walsh he acknow!l- 
gad said he resided in Norfolk-street, 
New-York. the er, who was 
action the Grand 
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Judge Pratt rendered his decision yesterday 
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The steam-tag John Orooker was sunk: in 
Newtown Creek on Friday night by colliding with 


|| the foe abutments at the bridge. 


The.new edifice of St. Joseph’s .Roman 


= eerie Se Te text roy ohn yh 


The basement will be used for 





Se 
) 


eur "h PF) i oe f 


chk ee foe 
Mh ats “3 


Vara Ae ee 


‘steam-ships yester- | 
and 71. bags. of news- |. 





pune WATER SRS DAT. ae 
Sandy Hook..6:i | Gov. ldlant...6:08| Hall Gate.,..6:36 
r + oer vey 4 
at 
at 


aes 


ISowilug Most 


of ©. Zone, X. ) Malmg- 
63 in bal- 








Scere rie AB) tor te 
(Aust) Sovich, Corks 63 ds,, in bal- 


Smyrna Sept, 7, with 


id oat Seta 


i 


‘of 


: 
; 


: 





i 
p 
: 


| 


ie 
li 
i 


g 
F 


; 
¢ 
F 
i 


\ 


3 





wa wos sadtored blo tamenie te Gyno Taek | 
: SPOKEN, — arta gens seh 
song en wt nag | 
. from Pits by_pilot- 


| & 00., 


- 
te 


+f 1 ct hi ei 
"re i 
You v 


+ 


_ The cure effected th my case by SANFORD’S BAD- 
: was so remarkable that it seemed to those 
remedies that it could not be true. I therefore at: 


' One of the best remedies for Catarrh, may, the best 
remedy we have found in a lifetime of suffering, is SAN- 
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- RICHARD 
MEARES 
& CO. 


TO TBE FOLLOWING SPECIAL BARGAINS, WRIOH 


150 DOZEN LADIES’ 6-BUTTON FINE QUALITY 
FRENCH OPERA KIDS AT 97; USUAL PRICE, 
@1 3% 

200 DOZEN: SBUTTON KIDS, 60a; MARKED 
DOWN FROM 8c. 

BROIDERIES HAS JUST BREN OPENED, WITH 
PRIORS RANGING FROM 


ze. 


TO T5c. PERIYARD,.AND ABE CERTAINLY FAR 
AHEAD OF ANYTHING EVER SHOWN IN THIS 
MARKET. INTENDING PURCHASERS WILL DO 
WELL TO GIVE. US\AN EARLY CaLL. 


175} DOZEN LADIES FINE INGRADY BALBRIG 
@AN > HOSE “IN-CARDINAL, NAVY, AND SEAL- 
BROWN AT § 


C. 


PER PAIR. THESE GOODS WOULD BE A DECIDED 
BARGAIN AT 750. i 

200 DOZEN OF THE FINEST QUALITY GENTS 
ENGLISH HALF HOSE, in an immense variety of style, 
will Be offered at 50c, per pair. The usual prices of this 
lot have been from 88. to $1 5V, and none of them have 
ever been offered for leas than 75c. per pair. As this lot 
cannot.last more than a few days, it will be necessary to 
‘call-as early in the week as possible. 


° 40 GASES OF THE BEST QUALITY sPRAGUES 
CALIOORS at 4c, 

. 1,500 PAIRS OF WOOL BLANEBTS, 
at half price. 


2 CASES OF FINE MARSEILLES QUILTS, largest 
aize, $1 98;, usual price, $288. 


slightly sotled, 


RICHARD MEARES& C0 
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“SPRING. STYLES 


PRINTED BORDERED PERGALES, 
Paris rinted ° a brics, 
CHINTZ COLORED SATINES, 





“MOMIE CLOTHS, 


en es 
Cheviot and- Percale Shirtings, «&o., 


Will be offered on MONDAY, Jan. 20. _ 


Constable & Co, 


Oy ps 


.) FIGURED COTELINES, | 


gear 
OUR OUNCE BRING 4 FULL OUNGE OF 40 SKEISS, 
INSTEAD OF HALF AN OUNCE OF 20 SEEINS. 
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WE DISPLAY 4 VERY LARGE LINE oF 


- : =— 
RALMACY & CO 








Broadway, cor. 19th-st.. 


| STATEMENT, 


oo ANSURANGE: COMPANY" OF NEW-YORK, 
CASH CAPITAL, ONE MILLION 
Sadek Invested in United States Registered Bonds. 


JANUARY 1, 1879: 
ASSETS. 





1 Rechester City Water Loan Bonds, 7 percent. 


81,584,420 00 
34.000 09 
54,000 0@ 
44,000 00 











.Youkers City Benda, 7 per cent. 


27.006 00 





Néw-York Central R. RB. 6 per cent. Bonds. 


Union Pacific: Ist Mortgage Railway Sends............... 
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific 6 per cent. Railway Bonds 


POCO e CONSENS eee 8080566 08bes Sees cece -- 


23,600 00 
63.000 00 
63,000 00 
53.000 00 








Syracuse, Binghamton and New-York R. Bt. Bonds, 
iew-York and Harlem RB, BR. Stock..-............ a 


let Mortgnge........... Sil ry 20,000 00 
“S F78.000 00 








Premiums due on Policies, New- York Office. 





Cash in Banks 





Cash in Office. ...-.............. 
































EMIL 
JAMES A. SILVEY, Sec’y. 


Branch Offices, Corner i4th-st. 





OELBERMANN, President. 


JOHN W..MURRAY, Vige-Pres’t, 
and 4th-av.and 27 Pearl-st. 





HERRING’S 
SAFES 


p.5. AT THE CORNER OF 


Broadway & Grand-st 
HOWARD, SANGER & CO. 


Baved their books and valuable papers in HERRING’S 
SAFES. These Safes may be seen at our sales-rooms. 
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KEEP’S SHIRTS. 


Keep’s Custom Shirts Made to Measure. 
The very best that can be produced st any pries. six 
for $2. PERFECT SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 
KEEPS PATENT PARTLY-MADE DRESS 
SHIRTS, the very best that can de prodused at any 
price, SIX for $6. Eastly finished by any ltele gir 
_ KEEPS GINGHAM UMBRELLAS, the very dest 
PATENT PROTECTED RIBS, 50 .PER~ CENT. 
STRONGER than sny other Umbrella mada, $1 EACH, 
KEEPS KID GLOVES FOR GENTS, the very best. 
1-BUTTOR, PLAIN OB EMBROIDERED, 81 15. 
 SBUTTON, PLAIN OR EMBROIDERED, 81 25 
KEEPS UNDERWEAR, fii all Styles. 
HANDKERCHIESS, HOSIERY. TIES, &-. 
«sb GOODS. WARRANTED. 
SAMPLES AND CIRCULARS MAILED FREE 


KEEP MANUFACTURING COMPANY'S 
STORES: .. 
No. 341 Fulton-st., Brookiyn. 
No. 323 Sixth-av., New-York. 
CLOSING OUT SALE 
e or 
Previous to Removal to 
29 UNION-SQUARE. 
B. L. SOLOMON'S SONS, 


657, 659 BROADWAY. : 

















